
Dear Spackenkill Community, 

Please see flyer(s) thal might be of interest: 

Mi2niPhl Madness BasketbaU Fundraiser 

poinsettia Sale 

fujackenkiU indoor Sports Clinics 

A tradition of excellence 
~ with a vision for tomorrow 

· We start this issue by recognizing a few friend ly faces from our instructional support staff. Teaching assistants are important members of our 

school team. We are grateful to have on staff people who care about children and teens and work hard to reinforce sound classroom instruction. 

Thank you! 

Each year, Todd's Student Government holds a breakfast for our bus drivers. Saying "thank you" to the many important school drivers 

who transport your children safely back and forth from school to home is important. So many of our drivers take a personal interest in their 

students and you often see them attending after-school events and activities. Thank you, Student Government and Albert Scanlon, who is now 

their adviser, replacing our beloved retired Spanish teacher Norma Vazquez. 

Seeing the happy faces of veterans holding up our second graders' thank you cards reminds us once again how small actions like a card of 

thanks can mean so much to others. Thank you, second grade teachers, for reinforcing positive social values with your students. 

Finally, expressing gratitude is important. Next week we give thanks to our founders and celebrate Thanksgiving. This is a special time for all of 

our families. Last week I spotted a woodcraft project completed by Kathy Prisca's high school class. Wooden letters spell the word "grateful." This 

wooden plaque now adorns my office, On the back of the plaque I have written in a black Sharpie, "November 8, 2019," and the words, "thank 

, , you for signing our Amnesty Bill." This artifact will become part of my personal collection to remind me of the importance offighting hard for justice 

and also expressing the gratitude I feel toward the Spackenkill community for gettlng thls bill passed. 

With gratitude, 

Superintendent of Schools 



Celebrating Our Support Staff 

The National Education Association declared November 20, 2019, Education Support Professionals Day. It is a celebration of those who 

keep schools running and students safe, healthy, and ready to learn. Meet a few of Spackenkill's support staff members below. 

Support staff to know: above, clockwise from left: Hagan's Cassi Diamond works in the fifth grade inclusion classes of Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. 

LaGasse; Todd's Matt Smith works mostly with seventh and eighth graders and in any subject; and Sam Lawhorne is available to help high 

scl1ool students in the classroom, library, and resource room. 

Spotlight on Marcie Sheri/la 

Marcie Sherilla is a tenured teaching assistant at Nassau 

I Elementary School. She has been a full-time employee here at 

-:::-:;-: Spackenkill for eight years and was a substitute prior to that for 

th ree years. She holds a BA in Social Work from SUNY New Paltz 

and an AAS in Community Mental Health from Dutchess Community 

College. She is known for her willingness to go the extra mile. We 

spoke with Marcie about life at Spackenkill and beyond: 

Q: What do you like most about being a TA at Nassau? 

A: There are so many things. First, I would say working with young 

children. Every day with them is a new and wonderful day in their 

eyes. Even the smallest thing that we take for granted is an amazing 

discovery for them. Also, seeing the world through their eyes makes 

each day special and exciting. 

Second, I would say is the caliber of people l work with. The level of commitment to the children from both support staff and teachers makes 

working at Nassau a privilege. 



Lastly, the sense of community at Spackenkill is like no other. Over the years I have watched children and families go from strangers to 

"family." Not just the students and their families but also the staff. 

Q: What is a typical day like? 

A: No two days are the same at Nassau! We have many challenges but even more successes throughout the day. As a TA at Nassau, my 

day goes from greeting the children at arrival to supporting a first grade teacher and her class and back to supporting my teacher [Mrs. 

Roberts] and my class [kindergarten]. I assist with ELA centers, readers and writers workshop, and also math. The day ends at dismissal and 

sending the children home safely. 

Q: When you're not at Nassau, how do you spend your time? 

In the summer and when I have time off. I love to play golf and just recently took up tennis with my son. I have two boys, ages 16 and 19. I 

also love to travel, and over the summer it usually revolves around my youngest son's baseball tournaments/college showcases. I also enjoy 

reading and hiking. I also work a second job counseling and assisting au pairs and host families with au pairs from all over the world. 

Bus Drivers Recognized for Dedication 

holders made by FACS students. Thank you to adviser Albert Scanlon for working so hard to make this event a 

success! See highlights of the event below. 



Gr-eat AdventuleS 

The Todd Middle School Physical Education department has created an Escape Room challenge for its students. The activity consists of 

adventure-type games in which players solve a series of physical and mental challenges using clues, hints, and strategies to achieve specific 

goals. Social skills such as communication, compromise, problem solving, conflict resolution, and listening are all developed while playing. 

The students love the challenge and have worked very well together each step of the way. Kudos to Mr. Riley, Mrs. Papa, and student 

teacher Mr. Cavuoto for creating a great interdisciplinary activity that challenges students' minds and bodies! 

Above, left to right: Mr. Riley, Mrs. Papo, and Mr. Cavuoto of the Todd PE Department. 



Above: Todd students take on the Escape Room challenge. 

Swapping Stories 

The 10th Annual Book Swap, sponsored by the Spackenkill Teachers' Association, had a vibrant book fair atmosphere this year. "We had 

over 400 books donated and around 40 students come to the swap," said teacher Jodi Gerard. Students enjoyed browsing the titles, which 

were beautifully displayed in the high school library. See images below. 



A-ha Moments 

Technology Integration Teacher Marcella Byrne worked with Todd teachers Kirn Rogers and Melissa Walsh using virtual reality goggles. 
Students in seventh grade explored animal and plant cells. Eighth grade physical science students used virtual reality videos of a roller coaster 
and sky diving to understand Newton's Laws. Watch a video of students discovering virtual realizy. 

Mission Accomplished: Students Send Cards to Veterans 



Nassau's second graders made Veterans Day cards for service people. As a nice surprise, they received these photos (below) of the recipients 

happily showing off their cards. 

Tech Talk 

Shout-out to Microcomputer Software Assistant Matt Lewis, who visited with the Todd Technology Club and fielded their most frequently asked 

questions. The Technology Club runs a Chromebook Help Desk at the school. Last year they solved over 25 percent of the Chromebook 

issues students brought to them. This eliminates a lot of the small problems that bog down our tech people and leaves them with more time 

for the important issues. 

Come Rain or Shine ... 

In Mrs. Lombardi's Nassau classroom, kindergarten meteoro logists have been busy giving weather reports on the Lombardi Weather Channel. 

The students introduce themselves and give brief weather forecasts, not only practicing public speaking but also learning about seasonal 



changes and how lo dress appropriately for different conditions. The activity was an extension of the end assessment for unit 1 of Science 21. 

You can watch some repQtls....by....ci.i.c.king here or on the image below. 

Try and Try Again! 

Mrs. Strapec's and Mrs. Turner's second graders continue to enjoy working together on some of their science lessons. The students were 

given only a few items and were told to try to build a structure that would support the weight of a hardcover book. In the photos below students 

are shown planning, sketching, building, and testing. Students and teachers were all very excited to have a few of their tests work! The 

teachers loved seeing the students working cooperatively together and not giving up. Keep up the great work, second graders! 

and its services. ~ps://mhadutchess.org. 

Honest Talk with Teens 

Andrew O'Grady from the nonprofit organization Mental Health America of 

Dutchess County visited Mr. Aagaard's health classes this week to talk about the 

connection between depression and addiction. Beginning with a promise that he 

wou ld speak truthfully to the students and not "lecture," Mr. O'Grady explained how 

people live with varying degrees of depression and anxiety, but often don't tell their 

doctors for fear of being stigmatized. He spoke to students about how feelings of 

being ostracized or bullied can cause teens to retreat into painkillers like morphine 

and other opioids. He shared real-life stories from his work at Vassar Brothers 

Emergency Room to illustrate the serious ramifications of using these drugs. The 

students listened attentively and asked many questions, applauding Mr. O'Grady at 

the end of his talk. To !earn more about Mental Health America of Dutchess County_ 



15 Croft Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 

(845) 463-7800 

Mission: Inspired by a tradition of excellence and a spirit of continuous improvement, the Spackenkill School District will provide 

all of our students with the academic and social skills necessary to pursue their goals and become responsible citizens in an 

interdependent global community. 

Vision: All Spackenkill graduates will be lifelong learners who are inspired to pursue their dreams and contribute to the global 

society. 

Please submit story ideas to mary.JQ!:sml@~y&rg 
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